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This edition has been lovingly 

prepared taking photos and 

excerpts from past editions of 

the Tar Heel Woman—dating 

back as far as 1945 and from 

the contributions and 

memories of fellow members 

of the BPW.  

 

Barbara Bozeman 

                          THW Editor 
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Life’s Tests 
 

If sorrow never came to us,  

                              and never a care we knew;  

 

If every hope were realized,  

                              and every dream came true;  

 

If only joy  were found on earth,  

                              and no one ever sighed, 

 

And never a friend proved false to us,  

                              and never a loved one died,  

 

And never a burden bore us down,  

                              soul-sick and weary, too,  

 

We’d yearn for tests to prove our worth  

                              and tasks for us to do. 
  

 

 

 

- Edgar A. Guest 
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From Barbara High-Tyre;  

 

Dr. Lois E. Frazier chose a teaching career when she was in college and focused energy and interest in 

meeting that goal. Earning a bachelor’s degree in 1942 and a MS in 1948 from UNC –Greensboro, Dr. 

Frazier earned an EdD in Business Education from the University of Indiana at Bloomington in 1961. She 

describes her professors at Woman’s College, UNC-G’s earlier incarnation, as “outstanding; they were 

demanding; but they were genuinely concerned about our total education for careers and life.” 

Barbara, here is some biographical information that I have found on Lois Frazier, past state president, 

who died yesterday.  You may want to save this for the next THW.  I haven't found her obituary 

yet.  When I do, I'll send it to you.  B 

 Dr. Frazier joined BPW in Brevard in 1945 and later became a member of the Raleigh and Greensboro 

clubs. The niece of former N.C. Governor Luther H. Hodges, leadership was in the family! Her service 

included a two-year term (1956 - 1958) as President of the North Carolina Business and Professional 

Women’s Federation and a one year term (1965 - 1966) as President of Raleigh’s local club. She also 

served as treasurer of the National Federation for two years (1961 - 1962 and 1962 - 1963) and was an 

active participant on a number of committees. 

 Dr. Frazier served as Head of the Department of Business and Economics Meredith College (1954 - 

1985).  She played a vital role in developing the MBA Program and served as Director of the program 

(1983 - 1991). She maintained a close relationship with 

UNC-G over the years too. She served on the Alumni 

Advisory Board for the Bryan School of Business and 

Economics, and accepted a distinguished service award 

from the university in 1996. As Dr. Frazier recently 

shared with a writer for a UNC-G alumni magazine – 

“Most gratifying to Dr. Frazier is the lasting impact her 

former students have made. “Seeing students grow 

personally and academically from early enrollment at 

Meredith until graduation was a joy,” she shared. “One of 

my proudest accomplishments is learning that gradu-

ates of our programs are successful in their professions 

and provide outstanding leadership in their communi-

ties.” 

 Portions of Dr. Frazier’s biography was taken from an ar-

ticle written in the UNCG Magazine, Fall, 2011. It was 

written by Michelle Hines, University Relations Writer, 

The University of North Carolina at Greensboro. 
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Article and Picture Courtesy of 

Anna-Rhesa Versola Kallam 
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Dr. Lois Frazier  -   Living History through Quiet Feminism   RALEIGH, 2016  

 by Anna-Rhesa Versola Kallam 
She may not realize it, but Lois E. Frazier was a feminist before feminism was cool. 

 
At age 96, Frazier is the embodiment of a quieter side of the feminist movement. 

She makes  
no public fuss, no outward displays of protest against the unequal treatment of women in 

the  
workplace. Yet, she simply goes about doing her work in the way she knows how to get 

the job done. 
 

She shows up on time, with energy, and an enduring commitment to support 
women’s development. Her calendar is filled with luncheons, dinner, award ceremonies, 

and speaker events. She is a walking reminder that every person can make a difference 

by   
taking the time to get involved. 

 
In 1919, a year before Frazier was born, the Business and Professional Women 

(BPW) organization was formed at the national level.  The Raleigh-based chapter and 
the statewide club were organized in the same year as support for women’s rights 

accelerates when the 19th Amendment is signed into law and women gain the federal 
right to vote. 

 
As a teenager, Frazier worked at Fieldcrest Mills in Eden, NC where she spent her 

summers when she was not attending school at the 
 

University of North Carolina at Greensboro during the early years of World War II.   
By 1945, a 25-year-old Frazier was head of the Department of Business at Brevard College 

and became a member of BPW. So, nearly 100 years after a group of men and women 

gathered in Seneca Falls, NY to set the agenda for the women’s rights movement, Frazier 
was blazing her own trail. 

 
Frazier completed her doctorate degree in Education from Indiana University the same 

year John F. Kennedy created the President's Commission on the Status of Women 
chaired by Eleanor Roosevelt. 

 
As the 60s and 70s raged on with women’s and civil rights, Frazier continued to deepen 

her commitment to developing women in business by serving in numerous leadership 
roles with local, state, and national business education associations, the N.C. Council on 

Economic Education, and professional organizations. 
 

By the 80s and 90s, Frazier was the director of the MBA program at Meredith College 

where she headed the Department of Business and Economics from 1954-1985.  This 
year, Frazier sat front and center in a crowded room as a bright young woman received 

the Lois Frazier Educational Scholarship to support her early career. The room is filled 
with BPW members who are the beneficiaries of the generations before us. 

 
After 71 years of service for the advancement of women in business and professional 

work, Frazier continues to show up, with energy and enthusiasm, and does her best to 
leave a lasting legacy for more generations of bright young professional women. 

 

Well done, Dr. Lois E. Frazier, well done. 
             



9 

 
 

Feeling ‘Presidential” - Past State President 

Lois Frazier with and Current State President 

Marsha Riibner-Cady  State Convention 2016 

Paula Yost, Young Careerist 2015  

with Dr. Frazier at the 2015 BPW State Conference.  

Felicia Lucas of Rocky Mount BPW 

with Dr. Frazier 
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For those members who attended our State Convention in May, you know that we honored our long time member, Dr. Lois 

Frazier celebrating her upcoming 95th birthday, and recognizing her 70 years of membership in BPW.  Dr. Frazier has an 

impressive record of service to Business and Professional Women of North Carolina in addition to her career as a professor 

at Meredith College in Raleigh.  If you’ve seen the documentary, Business and Professional Women – A History. A Move-

ment filmed by Ashley Maria, you’ve heard Dr. Frazier talk about some of the early days of BPW.  At the convention, Dr. 

Frazier was presented letters of congratulations from NC State Senator Richard Burr and Raleigh Mayor Nancy McFarlane.   

In April, I had written a letter to President Obama and First Lady, Michelle Obama talking about Lois’s achievements and 

service asking them for a letter to present to her at the convention.  After calling the White House and speaking with a staff-

er, I was told that the best way to have it reach the President would be to e-mail the letter using the official White House e-

mail contact.  My letter exceeded the maximum number of characters allowed and had to be shortened.  (There’s so much 

that can be said about Lois.)  The e-mail was sent, but a day or so later, I learned that the White House and President 

Obama’s e-mail account had been hacked.  The letter was resent. 

I had one last surprise for Lois, and was able to make that presentation to her at the Raleigh BPW meeting on August 24th.  

My husband brought the mail in one afternoon early in July, and handed me a manila envelope from the White House.  In-

side I found a personal letter addressed to Dr. Lois Frazier wishing her a belated Happy Birthday and acknowledging her 

accomplishments and the way that she had touched the lives of those around her.  It was signed Barack Obama and 

Michelle Obama.   

Dr. Frazier was visibly moved when I read the letter sent to the President and Mrs. Obama and she beamed with joy as I 

read the reply from our President and First Lady.  Seldom at a loss for words, Lois shared with members and guests of the 

Raleigh club some of her early experiences in BPW.  At 95, she is a remarkable lady, and an inspiration to women of every 

age.  It was my pleasure to complete this piece of unfinished business!  

                                                                                                                 

Pat Sledge, Past State President  
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 REMEMBERING DR. LOIS FRAZIER 

 I do not remember exactly the first time I met Dr. Lois Frazier.  I attended my 

very first State Convention at the Battery Park Hotel in Asheville in 1968 and I feel 

reasonably sure that she was there as well as at most every State Convention and 

National Convention after that for as long as she was able. 

 Once you met Lois, you would remember her.  Most of the time she was 

“outspoken”, very opinionated, but when she spoke everyone listened because she 

was well respected for her vast knowledge and rationale on most any subject/issue.  

Lois was somewhat of a perfectionist.  She expected things to be done on time, cor-

rectly and especially for business meetings to be conducted according to the bylaws 

and parliamentary procedures. 

 I felt extremely honored to “share the stage” with her in the production of 

the documentary about our organization.  

 My admiration and love for Dr. Lois Frazier will never cease.  She was a men-

tor and friend who touched the lives of many individuals in extraordinary ways.   I 

am genuinely grateful to be one of them. 

Carolyn B. Williams 

1974-1975 State President 
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Our Friend, Lois Frazier 

by Michelle Evans 

Dr. Lois Frazier was such an amazing woman. Those who had the pleasure of knowing and working with Lois 

developed a deep respect and love for her. Personally, I am most astounded by the work Lois did to promote 

women professionally. When Lois began her career at Meredith College, women were generally hired for sec-

retarial positions with little expectation of moving to leadership roles within their organizations. Lois dedicat-

ed energy, time, and resources to building a business program that offered women opportunities for leader-

ship and management roles. At last, students could see their horizons were brighter through the mentorship 

and training Lois provided. Lois was a woman of vision in a time of darkness. For almost a century, the com-

mitment and dedication Lois demonstrated for women's issues is a beacon for us all. I send a special hug to 

Helga Gutmann, a long time friend. Helga was a rock for Lois. Although we already miss Lois, her light contin-

ues to shine in us all.  

****** 

Many thanks, 

Michelle 
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I knew Lois through BPW and the BPW History Film we created back in 2013 that featured her story as 

a teacher for Meredith College as well as a Past-President of BPW. It was an honor to get to know her 

through this experience and then to call her friend. I loved coming home to Raleigh and meeting Lois 

for a fancy lunch at her apartment complex. Lea-Ann Berst and I would visit her, have a great meal and 

then go back to her apartment to talk business. She wanted to make sure we were moving in the right 

direction on our documentary Pioneers in Skirts, or whatever project we were working on at the time. 

And she was incredibly concerned that I get good grades in my Master's Program. That's all that 

mattered! (I did) She'd then show us photos of her family and tell us the stories behind them. Or we'd 

hear the stories of her travels and see her many souvenirs. One time in particular, she noticed me doz-

ing off on the couch - I think I had just flown in on a red-eye flight - so she stopped the conversation to 

offer me candy. And I couldn't say no. Every few minutes, I was given another piece of candy to keep 

the sugar flowing! It worked :) It was an honor to know Lois and to share her story through film - and 

to, of course, receive her big hugs!    

From Ashley Maria, Writer/Director 

“BPW: A History, A Movement” 
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What follows here are excerpts from 

more than 30 years of past editions 
of the Tar Heel Woman.   

 

It has been humbling and inspiring 

to follow Dr. Frazier—or Miss Lois 

Frazier’s path through the Business 

& Professional Woman of North 

Carolina and USA.   

As a Program Coordinator, and her 

many, many positions throughout 
her BPW adventures, you will see 

that while some things do change, 

some things are ever present.   

I’ve included as many of the 

contributions and commentaries as 

possible.  I believe her life, truly 

well-lived, will never fail to inspire 

us.   

               BJB 
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STRIKE THAT MISS!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE’VE GOT US A DOCTOR! 
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A STRONG  

WOMAN 

 STANDS UP FOR 

HERSELF. 

 

A STRONGER WOMAN 

STANDS UP FOR OTHERS. 
UNKNOWN 

Dr. Lois Frazier 

 

June 20, 1920— 

          July 15, 2017 
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EMBLEM BENEDICTION 

 

This emblem binds us all 

In one great sisterhood. 

It bids us hear our conscience call, 

For nobler womanhood. 

 

God guide us when we wear 

this emblem o’er our heart. 

Keep us true and always fair 

 

GOD BLESS US AS WE PART. 


